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In return they all gave their labour where it was
required.
The workman is not dependent solely upon his
monthly wage. There are an infinite variety of
ways of obtaining perquisites. The wood provided
by the agriculturist for the bullocks' yokes or for
the primitive wooden ploughshare is in the rough.
The trimmings and shavings are retained by the
carpenter. Out of them he shapes wheel-spokes,
linch-pins, legs for stools, ladles to stir the seething
rice in the earthen pot; and these he sells to the
villagers.
Madras city outside the limits of Fort St.
George and Georgetown is made up of such
villages. Large towns like Trichinopoly, Tanjore,
and Madura are nothing but villages on a very
large scale with colonies of tradesmen instead of a
single family. Each colony has its assigned
quarter, its separate temple and pujaris, its wells
and its tanks.
T. B. Pandian in his book, Indian Village Life, >
gives no fewer than a dozen different professions
and seventeen trades to a large village. They all
conform to the traditional rule of the village
system, never demanding socialistic changes either
in condition or in circumstance. The sweeper,